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September 3rd, 2005

FLOOD RELIEF REPORT
Jari Mari, Kurla was severely affected by the devastating floods in the end of July this year. 

All our premises, including two school rooms and one office were used on the two-three nights following the floods to provide shelter to those people whose houses were inundated with water. We started other relief work three days after the flooding on Saturday, July 30th. 

Providing relief to our own students 

Old clothes and household articles, which were received by us, were distributed among our own students and their families, as well as those who were still seeking shelter in the neighbouring masjid. All students received two pairs of clothes and clothes for other family members. We also distributed dry rations that were received by us in donation to more than 100 families.

As the children started returning to school, we realised that many of them did not have enough to eat at home. Thus, we bought rice and dal from the market and distributed 1 kg. dal and 3 kgs rice each to 120 children in our schools as immediate relief. 

Every year, we provide free textbooks to all our students. These had already been purchased and distributed in June-July. Several children lost their textbooks in the floods. Thus, we had to purchase and replace textbooks for about 100 children in our schools. 

All the younger students were given three notebooks and the older students were given five notebooks each.

We also restarted rehearsals and practice sessions for a cultural programme as a way of helping the children to come out of the depression and gloom that surrounded them everywhere, which had been planned in Sahyog. However, we had to postpone the programme to early September. It is being held on September 4th, 2005.  

Registration fees of 4 affected students enrolling for the open school examinations were paid fully by us. We also paid rupees 250 per student (out of the total fee of Rs. 800) for the remaining 23 students. 

Immediate relief measures in the community 

We have concentrated our relief efforts in the interior of the Jari Mari slum, where most agencies are unable to reach. 

We realised that the flooding had resulted in contamination of the drinking water supply in the area. Thus, from the third day onwards, we started distribution of chlorine tablets in the affected areas. We distributed 30,000 tablets in the area. Our own students who undertook to distribute tablets in their gallis, alongwith instructions about how to use them, helped us in this process. 

In the week following the floods, we conducted three medical camps in the Jari Mari area, in which more than 500 people were provided free treatment. We also widely distributed skin ointments and fever medicines to the affected people. We have also reduced the fee in our regular clinic (two times a week) to rupees five per person for the next two months. This fee includes medical examination as well as medicines for three days. We decided to charge this nominal fee because we realised that completely free services led to unnecessary treatment seeking and the resulting overcrowding in the camps was not allowing us to provide adequate attention to those who were genuinely in need of medical treatment. Needless to add that those who are unable to pay even this nominal fee are not charged. 

We realised that the children were not returning to school due to several problems. Their parents were completely preoccupied with coping with the economic loss and physical losses resulting from the floods. Also, the children did not have any books, stationery or uniforms. Several children were also quite traumatised by the experience of the floods and had become depressed. Older children and adolescents, who were able to understand how badly their families had been affected by the damage caused by the floods were showing more visible signs of depression. In order to bring the children out of this sadness and motivate them to go back to school, we undertook a painting session in Muslim Society area of Jari Mari. Nearly a hundred children took part in this programme. We also distributed prizes to the best paintings. 

We kept in touch with the BMC health and conservancy department to give them updates about the outbreak of diseases that we were seeing in our clinic and also to ensure that garbage was lifted from the area. 

Long-term measures

We have concentrated our efforts in health and education related relief measures in the Jari Mari area given our expertise in those fields. We realised that apart from receiving materials ourselves and distributing it to those affected, it is also necessary to ensure that relief coming in from other sources – the govt. other NGOs, should reach those who are really affected. Thus, we have joined a coalition of NGOs called the Kurla Vikas Samiti, which is liasoning with Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) to facilitate the relief efforts. Till date, we have identified 200 families, who had not received compensation and rations and obtained coupons for them to obtain the same.

We distributed nearly four thousand notebooks in all the schools of the area, which include Hindi, Urdu, Tamil and Marathi medium primary municipal schools, having about 1200 children altogether, as well as two private schools (one English and one Urdu medium), which had submitted a list of 300 affected children.

Currently, we have also been entrusted with the responsibility of distributing books donated to the BMC by the Akanksha Foundation and received by the Kurla Vikas Samiti in the local municipal schools.
We would like to thank all those individuals and organisations who provided us with funds and material, which has made this possible. We were touched by the large number of people who came forward to offer help and support in this time of need.
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